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SUBJ: "DEMOCRATIC RESTORATION FRONT” DEEMED A FAILURE 
REF: QUITO 3668 (7/13/73) 

1. THE DEMOCRATIC RESOTRATION FRONT HAS BEEN A FAILURE, 
ACCORDING TO ITS PRINCIPAL SPOKESMAN, LIBERAL PARTY LEADER 
FRANCISCO HUERTA MONTALVO. THE FRONT, A LOOSE COALITION 
INCLUDING THE LIBERALS, CONSERVATIVES, VELASQUISTAS, 
SOCIALISTS AND SUNDRY OTHER LESSER POLITICAL GROUPS, WAS 
LAUNCHED LAST JULY FOR THE PURPOSE OF ORGANIZING ECUADOR'S 
TRADITIONAL POLITICAL FORCES IN FAVOR OF A RETURN TO CIVILIAN 
RULE. IN THE FACE OF APPARENT POPULAR APATHY AND THE 
REGIME S OBVIOUS DISFAVOR, THE CHIEF RESULT OF THE FRONT’S 
DESULTORY ACTIVITIES HAS BEEN THE TEMPORARY CONFINEMENT OF 
VARIOUS OF ITS SPOKESMEN DURING THE PAST SEVERAL MONTHS. 

2. THE ONLY FRONT PERSONALITY CURRENTLY UNDER DETENTION 
IS SOCIALIST PARTY LEADER GONZALO OLEAS. HE HAS BEEN 
"EXILED" SINCE FEBRUARY AT A MILITARY OUTPOST IN THE 
ORIENTE AS A RESULT OF SOME PUBLIC CRITICISM OF GOE 
POLICIES (QUITO 992). HIS CONTINUED DETENTION HAS BEEN 

THE SUBJECT OF CRITICAL EDITORIAL COMMENT DURING THE 
PAST FEW WEEKS, BY COMMENTATORS NOT NOTED FOR THEIR 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 QUITO 03438 232219Z 

ANTI-REGIME POSTURE WHO, IN EFFECT, SEEM TO FEEL THAT 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



THE INCIDENT IS PASSING THE BOUNDS OF GOOD SENSE. ALL 
OF THIS SUGGESTS THAT A GUAYAQUIL NEWS REPORT OF MAY 21, 
OTHERWISE UNCONFIRMED, THAT THE RELEASE OF OLEAS IS 
IMMINENT, MAY BE TRUE. IF SO, IT WOULD LEND EMPHASIS 
TO HUERTA'S PESSIMISTIC JUDGEMENT. THE FRONT S ONLY 
VISIBLE ACCOMPLISHMENT DURING TEN MONTHS OF EXISTENCE 
HAS BEEN THE PUBLICITY ARISING FROM THE ARREST OF ITS 
LEADERS. 

BREWSTER 
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